
Experiences
My Caribana 2010

 One cannot separate Caribana from the city of 
Toronto. In fact I never got the impression that it 
was only simply ‘West Indian.’ Nothing I saw sug-
gested that it is an annual event that only West 
Indians enjoyed while the rest of the city simply 
went on with its usual activities. In the local news-
papers there were articles almost on a daily basis 
covering different aspects of the festivities, from a 
story of a family that was using the occasion for its 
reunion, to stories about the single-minded dedica-
tion of mas men getting ready for Caribana. Even 
on Toronto television, stories about Caribana were 
prominent and not simply used as filler.
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A section of the band “Hollywood Glitz and Glamour” produced by Tribal Knight – 

bandleader Dexter Seusahai.
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Joella Critchton 

“Calypso in Flight” 

from the band, 

“Sparrow d’Legend” 

produced by 

Carnival Nationz.
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Dexter Seusahai is the 2010 Scotiabank Caribana King of the Bands. He portrayed, “Predator Returns” from the band, Tribal Knights 

“Hollywood Glitz and Glamour.”

The steel-band competition was held, at Lamport 
Stadium, a large sports ground with thirteen bands com-
peting. At the onset the crowd was sparse, but the saying 
‘anytime is Trinidad time’, is not just meant for Trinbago 
but all of the Caribbean for as the evening progressed 
the stands filled up. The bands were good and the set-
up breaks were not terribly insufferable as they gave me 
chances to look around and people watch and try to pick 
out which ‘Caribbean person’ was there with a ‘non-
Caribbean person’. The female emcee was very energetic 
and when her Bajan accent came out it was easy to real-
ize that not just Trinbagonians enjoyed good steel-band 
music. The competition ended just before midnight and 
according to the snippets of conversations I overheard, 
midnight was the mandated time it had to end. People 
living nearby supposedly would complain about the 
‘noise’ and the authorities would bring the event to an 
end once that occurred. That scenario did not have to be 
played out this year. 

Before the results were announced, there was a spe-
cial treat for all the gathered pan lovers as Trinidad and 
Tobago 2010 Panorama champions, Silver Stars, enter-
tained with not just sweet pan but a good dose of show-
manship. When the competition results were announced 
it turned out that the champions for the last three years, 
Salah Steel Academy, were again the champions. I had 

no problem with that result as the winners were indeed 
good. Not Silver-Stars-good, but good.

Next day was the parade. Toronto has a first class, 
world class transit system and that really showed as 
those overseeing its operation were well prepared for the 
onslaught of people using the trains to get to the parade 
grounds. Still, it wasn’t until the crowded train I was on 
reached the parade grounds that I began to appreciate 
just how huge an event Caribana was. There were people 
everywhere. Soon I was on the actual parade route while 
all spectators were behind chain linked fences. My only 
response to anyone asking how I made it past security 
will be, ‘I am ah Trini’.

While the flag colors of every West Indian island was 
proudly represented on every conceivable item - head 
bands, tee-shirts, handkerchiefs, capes, even back-backs, 
there was far more unity among everyone, at least from 
what I could see. I recall one instance where one guy 
sporting the Trinbago colors on his tee-shirt was help-
ing another guy to tightly wrap a handkerchief sport-
ing the Jamaican colors across the palm of his hand 
like a tourniquet. Although I should not use people’s 
skin color to make absolute statements, it seemed very 
apparent that out in spectator-land, there were not 
just thousands of West Indians but also thousands of 

Continued on page 14
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Camille Morris “Mayuki” from the band, “Pleasure 

Players” produced by Whitfield Belasco.
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Canadians, everyone striving for a better 
look even taking pictures but all sway-
ing to the pulsating calypso beat. It was 
easy to see why transplanted people of 
Caribbean stock feel proud of how the 
event showcases Caribbean culture. As I 
said earlier, Caribana is not simply a West 
Indian event. It is now part of the greater 
Toronto area if not all of Canada.

Another indicator of just how huge this 
festivity of West Indian roots is became 
apparent when I got back to the train 
station for my journey back to where I 
was staying. Now I have been in many 
subway stations when a train has been 
taken out of service and all its riders 
dumped on the subway platform to wait 
for the next train but I can say with all 
honesty that I have never, ever seen 
so many people waiting for trains as I 
saw after the parade. There were thou-
sands and thousands of people. I heard 
Jamaican accents, Guyanese accents, 
Canadian accents, Trini accents, other 
West Indian accents and accents that I 
could not identify and strongly suspect 
were not West Indian. It was easy to feel 
pride in being West Indian, at least for me 

Kendall 

Sharpe in the 

band, “Mas 

Toronto” 

thrills revel-

ers with his 

energy and 

stunning cos-

tume.

Lead section players from Mervy Skeete’s “Colours in Motion.”
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Photographer Nathalie Taghaboni  

loves capturing facial features and 

expression of individuals. This year 

she focused on Brian Eustache, a Blue 

Devil masquerader.
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Masked masquerader from the band, “ Mas Players International.”

They stepped 

away from 

their band, 

“Mas Toronto,” 

to pose for 

EVERYBODY’S 

Magazine.
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because sometimes we can get so caught up 
in pettiness and infighting that we lose site of 
what is unique about us while, although my 
evidence is anecdotal, many Canadians wish 
they had our talent and joie de vivre.

The festivities did not end when the parade 
ended as I found out via the television. There 
were other events the next day, Sunday and 
then the Monday. I did not attend any of 
them but I am in love with the name of the 
one event called the ‘Caribana Lime’. I won-
der how long it will be before the word ‘lime’ 
becomes part of Toronto lingo, aye?

As I said in the beginning, I do not think it 
is possible to divorce Caribana from Toronto. 
It is part and parcel of the city. While steel-
band’s home is Trinbago and while no other 
country celebrates Carnival like it is celebrat-
ed in Trinbago, both have been given to the 
rest of world to enjoy. From what I have had 
the pleasure of experiencing at Caribana, 
both are in safe hands in Toronto.

Clint Marshall, King of the 

Band in “Fashion Runaway” 

excites the ladies with that 

perfect physique.

Dazzling 

orange ruled 

the day in Louie 

Saldenah’s band 

Portraits.
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From the band, 

“Sparkle Guyana 

Sparkle; are the 

ladies really from 

Guyana?

Guadeloupe Drummers on their way to carnival-parade route.


